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Spy turned art restorer Gabriel Allon finds himself accused of murder in this New York Times

bestseller from Daniel Silva.An Israeli spy by trade and art restorer by preference, Gabriel Allon

arrives in Zurich to restore the work of an Old Master for a millionaire bankerâ€”and finds himself

standing in blood and framed for the manâ€™s murder.While trying to clear his name, Allon is swept

into a spiraling chain of events involving Nazi art theft, a decades-old suicide, and a dark and bloody

trail of killingsâ€”some of them his own. The spy world Allon thought he had left behind has come

back to haunt him. And he will have to fight for his lifeâ€”against an assassin he himself helped

train.From the Paperback edition.
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Daniel Silva's "The English Assassin" grabbed my interest from the first page and took me on a

exhilarating roller-coaster ride. It has non-stop action in a variety of exotic locales, fascinating

characters, intelligent dialogue and terrific suspense. It is one of the best spy novels that I have read

in years.Gabriel Allon is a talented art restorer who lovingly repairs old paintings. In his other life, he

is a spy for the Israeli government. He can kill expertly and without remorse when the situation calls



for deadly force.Ari Shamron, Gabriel's handler, has a new mission for him. Gabriel is to visit Zurich

and speak to an old Swiss banker named Augustus Rolfe, a man who wants to reveal his secret

activities during World War II. Gabriel soon encounters some violent men who will do anything to

prevent the truth about Switzerland's sordid past from becoming public knowledge. He also meets

Rolfe's beautiful and tempestuous daughter Anna. She is a troubled woman who, like Gabriel, is

haunted by demons from the past.Who is the "English Assassin" in the title? He is a former British

soldier who has become a ruthless killer for hire. He also becomes involved in the Rolfe case, but

his agenda differs markedly from Gabriel's. The English Assassin is a morally ambiguous character

who is as fascinating as he is deadly.What makes this novel better than most of the other spy

thrillers around? It does not rely on cliches to keep the intricate plot moving along. The characters

are sharply written and the dialogue sparkles with wit, humor and occasional poignancy. What

elevates "The English Assassin" most of all is the issues that it tackles. Silva explores the culpability

of the Swiss bankers, who apparently were indispensable to the Nazi's war machine.
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